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MILTON ERNEST NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (MENP) – 
CONSULTATION STATEMENT 
 
PURPOSE  
 
The purpose of this consultation statement is to set out the consultation that was carried out 
in relation to the MENP, to detail the results of that consultation and to show the relationship 
between the MENP content and the consultation findings.  
 
INTIAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS 
 
In 2014 a consultation evening was carried out at the village hall and there was a stall at the 
village fete. At that time, the key areas of interest or concern were: 
 

■ traffic and transport – traffic on the A6, the need for a bypass, traffic on Thurleigh 
Road and parking issues; 

■ Twinwoods - primarily because of a proposal for an incinerator; 

■ Cycle and footpaths – additional footpaths, cycleways and circular walking routes; 

■ Community facilities – allotments, more clubs and play equipment;  

■ Green spaces – improvement of Riverside Medow; and  

■ Green energy – solar panels on village hall. 

The presentation given at the initial consultation meeting is attached at appendix no 1.  
 
VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
In the summer of 2015, a questionnaire was sent to all houses within the village. The 
questionnaire sought views about what people liked about living in Milton Ernest, their 
appetite for development (and its type and design) and other important issues that should be 
covered by the neighbourhood plan. It built on the information gained from the initial 
consultation event.  
 
There were 225 questionnaires completed, which represents around 70% of the 322 
dwellings in the parish.  
 
The questionnaire is attached at appendix no 2 and a detailed analysis of the results is 
attached at appendix no 3.  

A summary of the key findings, together with the MENP response is set out below: 
 
Living in the village 
 
Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

The MENP should seek to retain the rural 
atmosphere, size and feeling of the 
community 

Objective no 1: to preserve and enhance 
the green and rural identity of our 
surrounding and the distinctive character of 
our village  



 
 
 
Housing development 
 
Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

The MENP should support new 
development of up to around 25 houses.  

 

Policy ME C1: allocates a site for 25 
homes 

Policy ME H1: restricts allocated site to a 
maximum of 25 homes  

New housing should be focussed on new 
and medium sized developments within the 
existing village SPA (Settlement Policy 
Area). Larger developments outside the 
current SPA are not desirable. 

Policy ME C1: allocates a medium size 
development  

It was not possible to allocate a site for 25 
houses within the pre-existing SPA 

New building should, wherever possible, be 
undertaken on brown field sites. 

Suitable and deliverable brown field sites 
were not available to meet the housing 
allocation 

Development should be sympathetic to its 
surroundings in terms of size, height and 
style with the impact on the privacy on 
adjacent properties limited. 

 

Policy ME H2: developments must reflect 
best design principles and must be 
appropriate to the location takin into 
account the Character Assessment, the 
appropriate housing density, the historical 
context and compatibility with local 
character and surroundings  

It is important that sufficient off-road parking 
is provided so as not to add to the existing 
pressure on on-street parking.  

 

Policy ME H3: parking to meet BBC’s 
parking standards with a preference for off-
road parking to be provided so as not to 
add to existing pressures  

Buildings should be well-designed and 
future-proofed for a range of potential 
occupants, with good levels of natural 
lighting, thermal comfort and security. 

 

Policy ME H4: dwellings must be suitable, 
or easily adaptable, for a range of potential 
occupants. Good levels of space, natural 
lighting, thermal comfort, privacy and 
security should be provided.  

Plot sizes and design should provide 
sufficient space for general usage, mitigate 
noise and nuisance and minimise any 
reduction of natural light 

Policy ME C2: development must be 
sympathetic to the best qualities of the 
surrounding environment, protect 
designated assets, take account of the 
impact on the privacy of adjacent buildings 
and respect the local residential amenity.  



Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

It is important that the local community is 
consulted and listened to at the early stages 
of project development. 

 

Policy ME SD3: requirement to consult the 
local community in respect of applications 
for major developments.  

Developments should, as far as possible, be 
carbon-neutral with a particular focus on 
reducing energy and water consumption 
and running costs, protecting the existing 
environment and mitigating flood risk. 

In addition, construction plans should seek 
to reduce the environmental impact of the 
construction works. 

 

Policy ME SD1: applications should meet 
appropriate BREEAM standards and are 
encouraged to meet Passivhaus standards. 
Housebuilders are encouraged to register 
under the Home Quality Mark.   

Policy ME SD4: requirement for 
developers to avoid medium or high-risk 
flood areas. A range of measures to 
manage and minimise flood risk are 
required.  

Project/Aspiration ME SD1: developers 
should take positive action to reduce and 
mitigate nuisance  

The focus should be on lower-cost homes 
that provide for older people (including 
downsizing) and for family homes.  

 

Policy ME H1: requirement for the 
allocated development site to provide a mix 
of housing including starter homes, family 
homes and homes specially for older 
people 

 
 
Business and commercial development 
 
Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

The MENP should support the maintenance 
of business and commercial development in 
the village and, where appropriate, facilitate 
additional development. 

Whilst there are now specific policies in the 
MENP, this finding is included in the 
document  

Business, commercial and industrial 
development should predominantly be 
focussed at Twinwoods with any other 
development being on brownfield sites. This 
requirement would not, however, apply to 
the provision of appropriate community 
facilities. 

Whilst there are now specific policies in the 
MENP, this finding is included in the 
document 



Any new business, commercial and 
industrial development must limit noise to 
acceptable levels, have effective plans for 
monitoring and controlling pollution and 
must demonstrate clearly that traffic 
generation will not have an unacceptable 
impact on the village in terms of congestion 
and safety. 

Policy ME SD2: requirement to mitigate 
noise, nuisance, traffic and pollution  

Policy ME T1: Proposed developments 
must demonstrate what measures will be 
put in place to mitigate against any 
increase in traffic, or changes in traffic 
patterns 

 
Transport 
 
Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

The opportunity of development should be 
used to support cycle routes, bus services 
and to improve sustainable connectivity 
between villages 

 

Policy ME T2: developments should, 
where possible, extend footpaths and cycle 
paths and support and enable active travel  

Project/Aspiaration ME T1: to provide 
better and safer walking and cycling 
provision along, and across, the A6 

 
Environment and open areas 
 
Questionnaire finding   MENP response  

The retention of green spaces and wildlife 
areas is important. Access to the 
countryside must be maintained and 
improved.  

 

Policy ME C3: The playing field and 
Riverside Meadows designated as Local 
Green Spaces 

Policy ME C4: designates Milton Ernest 
natural areas where development will not 
be approved  

 
 

 
REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION 
 
Process 
 
The Regulation 14 consultation was carried out between 1 November 2020 and 13 
December 2020. The arrangements for the consultation were as follows:  
 

§ An advertisement was placed in the Villager magazine, which was delivered 
to all houses in the community prior to 1st November (copy of advert shown 
below); 

§ Notice of the consultation was placed on the Parish council web-site; 
§ Information about the consultation was placed on the Milton Ernest Facebook 

page and the MyNeigbourhood site; 



§ A printed copy of the draft MENP was delivered to all dwellings together with 
details of how to take part in the consultation; 

§ An on-line survey form was placed on the PC’s web-site, which allowed 
preferences in respect of the draft policies to be expressed as well as general 
comments; 

§ A printed copy of the survey was made available to anyone who rang the PC 
clerk and requested one.  

 
 

 
 



In addition, comments were sought from Bedford Borough Council (BBC) and from a 
list of statutory consultees provided by BBC.  
 
The printed version of the questionnaire is attached at appendix no 4.  
 
Community response 
 
Members of the community submitted 92 responses. The results are shown below:  
 
 
Policy  

 
% 
agree 

 
% 
disagree 

 
% 
Neutral  

POLICY MEC1: Development or redevelopment within the Milton Ernest 
Settlement Policy Area (SPA) as indicated on Figure 9 will be acceptable in 
principle provided that it is consistent with other policies in this plan. This includes 
development on land allocated at Rushden Road for 25 homes and open space. 
Development outside the SPA will not be permitted, except where otherwise stated 
within this document or in accordance with BBC Local Plan policies 

 
 
71.4% 

 
 
24.2% 

 
 

4.4% 

POLICY ME C2: DESIGN QUALITY, CONTEXT AND AMENITY. Development 
must be sympathetic to and respond to the best qualities of the surrounding 
environment and built-form, as described in the Character Assessment, and 
expressed in terms of size, height, style and historic growth, as well as the 
presence and setting of statutory and non-statutory designated heritage assets, 
and impact on the privacy on adjacent properties, respecting local residential 
amenity. (further detail in the MENP) 
 

 
90.2% 

 
6.7% 

 
3.3% 

POLICY ME C3: LOCAL GREEN SPACES. The following areas are designated as 
Local Green Spaces: 1 The Playing Field; 2 Riverside Meadow. Planning 
applications for development on the Locally Designated Green Spaces will not be 
permitted unless they perform a supplementary and supporting function to the Green 
Space 
 

 
95.5% 

 
2.3% 

 
2.2% 

POLICY ME C4: NATURAL AREAS. Development that would have an adverse 
impact on the Milton Ernest Natural Areas (MENA), as shown on Figure 6, that 
cannot be mitigated will not be approved. These include: seven sites within 
Huntsman’s Way area development; three sites at the junction of Radwell Road and 
the A6; and Land between terraced housing and Marsh Lane 

 
 
98.9% 

  
 

1.1% 

POLICY ME NE1: ECOLOGY. New developments must provide a biodiversity net 
gain, enhancing features of significant ecological value and habitats including (but 
not limited to) existing ecological corridors, natural landscape features, watercourses 
and woodland. 
 

 
 
91.3% 

 
 
6.5% 

 
 

2.2% 

POLICY ME NE2: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND VIEWS. New development must 
maintain, and where applicable enhance the amenity of the natural environment. 
Open views to key historical and natural features that define the village, as described 
in the Character Assessment, must be maintained (further detail in the MENP) 
 

 
 
95.7% 

  
 

4.3% 

POLICY ME NE3: CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES. New developments must protect 
features of the built and natural environment so as to maintain the character of the 
village. These features include (but are not necessarily limited to) the trees and 
verges along the A6 and Radwell Road, and the tall trees around the vicarage of All 
Saints Church. 
 

 
93.4% 

 
2.2% 

 
4.4% 

POLICY ME NE4: DARK SKIES. Lighting proposals for development will be 
supported where it is demonstrated that, if external lighting is required, it protects the 
night sky from light pollution .Any lighting scheme must not impact negatively, 
particularly near edges of areas of ecological value including woodland and green 
spaces – specifically near habitats used by bats and other light-sensitive protected 
species. (further detail in the MENP) 
 

 
 
90.2%  

 
 
5.5% 

 
 
4.3% 

POLICY ME CF1: COMMUNITY FACILITIES. The following existing community 
facilities, should be protected from loss: The Queens Head public house; The Church 
of All Saints; Milton Ernest Lower School; The village hall; The playing field; The 
riverside frontage and other open spaces; and The coffee shop, post office and 
village shop (currently located within the garden centre). (further details in the MENP) 
 

 
 
100% 

  



 
Policy  

 
% 
agree 

 
% 
disagree 

 
% 
Neutral  

POLICY ME CF2: GREEN ROUTES. Where existing green routes run through 
proposed development sites the green route shall be retained and incorporated into 
the development proposals. The stopping up of green routes will not be permitted. 
Any proposal that would result in harm to or loss of a green route must be justified, 
and any harm minimised 
 

 
 
94.6% 

 
 
2.1% 

 
 
3.3% 

POLICY ME SD1: SUSTAINABLE BUILDING DESIGN. Applications for 
development are encouraged to demonstrate accordance with the appropriate 
BREEAM standards in use at the time of submission. Encouragement is also given to 
schemes that meet Passivhaus standards. (further details in the MENP) 
 

 
85.6% 

 
4.1% 

 
10.0% 

POLICY ME SD2: DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS. Any new business, commercial and 
industrial development must demonstrate that the design mitigates operational noise, 
dust, smells, traffic, artificial light, pollution and other nuisances as far as possible. 
Applications must demonstrate that traffic connected to the development will not 
have an unacceptable impact on the village in terms of congestion and safety. In 
addition, applications must demonstrate that adequate parking for customers and 
staff will be provided. 
 

 
 
92.3% 

 
 
5.5% 

 
 
2.2% 

POLICY ME SD3: STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. Applications for 
major development and or those in the setting of a heritage asset must be 
accompanied by a Statement of Community Involvement. The Statement must 
include: how consultation was carried out and why the method of consultation was 
appropriate; the responses to the consultation; and how the proposals have taken 
into account the responses 
 

 
 
92% 

 
 
4.3% 

 
 
5.7% 

POLICY ME SD4: FLOOD RISK. Developments shall avoid being in areas of 
medium or high flood risk as defined by the Environment Agency. Any proposals for 
development in these areas will need to be supported by sequential and exceptions 
testing. Development shall not increase the risk of flooding elsewhere downstream of 
the development. (further details are in the MENP) 
 

 
91.1% 

 
4.5% 

 
4.4% 

POLICY ME H1: RUSHDEN ROAD HOUSING ALLOCATION. Land at Rushden 
Road, identified on Figure 9 is allocated for a maximum of 25 homes. The layout and 
scheme design must reflect the principles established in the Milton Ernest 
Neighbourhood Plan Masterplanning report. Vehicular access must only be provided 
from the A6. The design of the scheme and development density must reflect the 
Character Area. A permanent ‘buffer zone’ at least 10 metres wide of public amenity 
land must be created along the entire boundary with the adjacent farmland. 
Proposals for development on land at Rushden Road should provide a mix of 
housing types, predominantly including a mix of starter homes, family homes (3/4 
bedrooms) and homes specifically for older people. (further details are in the MENP 
 

 
 
 
75% 

 
 
 
20.8% 

 
 
 
4.3% 

POLICY ME H2: DESIGN. All proposals for new development must reflect best 
practice design principles as established in the National Design Guide. In Milton 
Ernest, the design of new development must be appropriate to the location and the 
character of the area as described in the Character Assessment, taking into account: 
The appropriate housing density.• The historical context.• Good compatibility with 
local character and natural surroundings (further details are in the MENP) 
 

 
 
92.1% 

 
 
5.7% 

 
2.2% 

POLICY ME H3: PARKING. Proposals for new development shall provide parking in 
line with standards and design guidance established in the Bedford Borough Council 
Supplementary Planning Document (Parking Standards for Sustainable 
Communities) or a subsequent update of this.The preference is for car parking 
spaces to be provided off-road so as not to add to existing pressures. Parking 
should, where required, be close to the home to avoid on-street parking and should 
be set back from the main building line to avoid parked cars from visually dominating 
the street scene. (more detail is in the MENP) 
 

 
93.4% 

 
5.5% 

 
1.1% 

POLICY ME H4: HOUSING STANDARDS. Each dwelling must be designed to be 
suitable for, or easily adaptable for, a range of potential occupants. Good levels of 
space, natural lighting, thermal comfort, privacy and security should be provided. 
New developments must contribute to safe environments and support crime 
prevention. Encouragement is given to schemes that meet the Nationally Described 
Space Standards 
 

 
93.3% 

 
4.5% 

 
2.2% 

POLICY ME T1: TRAFFIC MITIGATION. Proposed developments must demonstrate 
what measures will be put in place to mitigate any increase in traffic, or changes in 
traffic patterns, due to development on Radwell Road or Thurleigh Road. This could 
include journey planning advice, cycle storage or improved access to a bus stop. 
 

 
 
90.1% 

 
 
8.8% 

 
 
1.1% 



 
Policy  

 
% 
agree 

 
% 
disagree 

 
% 
Neutral  

POLICY ME T2: ACTIVE TRAVEL. Support will be given to proposals for 
development that incorporate improved and extended footpaths and cycle paths 
where appropriate. They should be direct, convenient and safe to use. Wherever 
possible, proposed new development should provide natural surveillance of public 
spaces and a safe pedestrian environment. Proposals for non-residential use should 
support and enable active travel through inclusion of safe, secure and convenient 
cycle parking as well as changing facilities where appropriate. Proposals for 
development that reduce the capacity or safety of existing active travel infrastructure, 
including footpath or cycle space, will not be considered favourably. 
 

 
 
94.4% 

 
 
3.4% 

 
 
2.2% 

 
 
A screen of the automatic on-line analysis is attached at appendix no 5.  
 
It can be seen that, with the exception of two policies there were extreme high levels of 
support. The two policies with lower levels of support were ME C1 about the principle of a 25 
house development at the Rushden Road site (70.1%) and ME H1 about the specifics of the 
development of the Rushden Road site (75%). However, these still scored well, with 
significantly more in favour than against.  
 
In addition, 124 comments made both to the individual policies and in general. These are 
collated at appendix no 6.1, together with the response to each comment.  
 
The main comments can be summarised as follows, together with the response (in italics): 
 

§ There should be no development at all: the Bedford Local Plan requires at least 25 
new houses to be allocated in Milton Ernest. If a site, or sites, is not identified to meet 
this requirement then the Borough Council will allocate a site 

 
§ Use brownfield sites: suitable brownfield sites did not come forward from the ‘call-for-

sites’ process 
 

§ Views will be lost: the Rushden Road site was not identified as a key view in the 
parish. It will not be possible to have some development and retain all existing views 

 
§ Concern about bats on the Rushden Road site:  Policy ME N1 states that new 

developments must provide a net biodiversity gain, enhancing features of significant 
ecological value and habitats.  

 
§ Keep the Queens Head open: Policy ME CF1 lists the Queens Head public house as 

a community facility that must be protected from loss.   
 

§ Concern about Rushden Road site adding to flood risk: Policy ME SD4 (Flood Risk) 
sets of the range of measures to be used to mitigate the likelihood of flooding as part 
of part of a sustainable urban drainage system (SuDS) 

 
§ Concern about the additional traffic generated by the Rushden Road site: any 

development in Milton Ernest is likely to lead to additional traffic on the A6. However, 
the number of additional movements will be small in comparison to the existing level 
of vehicles. A development of 25 houses might result in 50-100 vehicle movements 
during the morning peak period. This compares to the 20,000 vehicles in total that 
were recorded, in a survey carried out by Bedfordshire Police in 2017, using the A6 
in Milton Ernest (in both directions) between 0600 and 0900 for seven consecutive 



days. That translates into around 3,000-4,000 vehicles per day between 0600 and 
0900 for the five weekdays.   

 
§ Need for a bypass: this is not something that can be specifically addressed by the 

MENP 
 

§ More cycle paths and walking routes needed: Project/aspiration ME CF1 (access to 
the countryside) and Policy ME T2 (active travel) support the development of cycling 
and walking routes   

 
 
Bedford Borough Council response 
 
The Local Planning Authority, Bedford Borough Council, provided a detailed response to the 
draft MENP. The key points of that response, together with the changes made as a result 
are detailed in appendix no 7.  
 
Responses made by Bedford Borough Council at the Regulation 14 stage were supportive of 
the Plan and included a number of constructive comments.  These included a series of 
clarifications that have been made to the submission version Neighbourhood Plan, 
encompassing, for example, updated references to various documents and suggested 
rewording of text in the Plan, helping officers and applicants infer how policies should be 
used. 
 
The main thrust of the comments Provided by Bedford BC were in respect of heritage, which 
has since been expended upon in the Plan, including greater reference to assets in the area 
as well as the findings of the Character Assessment work undertaken in support of the Plan.  
The comments also requested that further information be provided in respect of the Local 
Green Space designations and proposed Natural Areas in the Plan. The evidence submitted 
alongside the Plan now provides this 
 
Bedfordia response 
 
Bedfordia, through their agents, DLP submitted a detailed response. In overall terms, it 
welcomed and supported the draft MENP. The response commented on the individual 
policies and, in most instances, gave additional support for the policies.  
 
The primary concern expressed in the response was that the maximum allocation of 25 
houses was too limiting and the new SPA boundary did not include all the available land. 
Following receipt of the response, a meeting was held between DLP and the MENP steering 
group. The clarification that emerged was that Bedfordia was reasonably content with the 
current allocation but wanted the potential to extend the site in the future, and so install 
infrastructure of the right size and capacity in, what they would see as, the first phase.  
 
Other responses 
 

§ Land beside Thurleigh Road: A submission was made by the owner of land beside 
Thurleigh Road suggesting that it could could beneficially be used to provide an 
additional 25 houses with access directly onto the A6. The letter also offered to 
explore land for allotments and offered the potential for a cycle route to Clapham.   

 
§ Highways Agency: no comment. 

 



§ Thurleigh Parish Council: expressed concern that the policy M1 T1 (Traffic 
Mitigation) could lead to additional vehicles through Thurleigh, particularly if there 
was addition commerce or industry at the Twinwoods site.  
 

§ Historic England: no capacity to make detailed comments  
 

§ Natural England:  no specific comments 
 

§ Anglian Water: supports Policy ME SD4 (Flood Risk) and has no comment to make 
on ME H1 (Rushden Road housing allocation) 
 

§ Twinwoods Business Park: no response 
 

§ Home Office (re Yarl’s Wood Immigration and Detention Centre): Unable to 
comment as it is ‘not an immigration matter’ 
 

§ NHS Bedfordshire, Network Rail, Marine Management, Environment Agency, 
Homes and Communities, Coal Authority: no response  

 
 
Comments on the responses and impact on the draft MENP 
 
The community responses showed a strong level of support for most of the polices and 
good support for the two specific policies around housing development. The additional 
written comments related, primarily, to the principle of whether development should take 
place at all. However, given the Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030, allocates 25-50 houses 
to Milton Ernest, no development is not an option. No changes to the MENP have been 
made as a result of the community consultation responses 
 
The response of Bedford Borough Council details suggested amendments to the draft 
MENP or order to be more consistent with planning requirements. The MENP has been 
amended to reflect the changes suggested by the Local Planning Authority..  
 
The Bedfordia response, in essence, wished the MENP to include the potential for further 
expansion of the Rushden Road allocated site. The development and commercial viability of 
the site for 25 houses has been assessed by the Parish Council’s planning advisers Troy 
Planning+Design. The result of that exercise demonstrated that the site, at 25 houses, could 
deliver a good level of profitability. The restriction of the site to 25 houses was intended to 
meet the Local Plan requirements whilst also reflecting the preferences of the community in 
terms of numbers, scale and the retention of the village ‘feel’ as expressed in 2015 
questionnaire. The response also questioned the density requirement, as did the response 
from BBC. As a result, this has been removed.  No other change to the draft MENP has 
been made as a result of the Bedfordia response.  
 
Land beside Thurleigh Road response offered an additional site for development for an 
extra 25 houses. This site was previously submitted as part of the ‘call-for-sites’ and 
assessed along with all the sites. The conclusion was ‘Given the likely landscape impacts, 
harm to the setting of the Scheduled Monument and the setting of the nearby Listed 
Buildings it is considered that the site is not a suitable site for development’. In addition, it 
would mean a further expansion of the SPA and development in excess of 25 houses. No 
change to the draft MENP has been made as result of the response in relation to land 
beside Thurleigh Road.   
 
The Thurleigh Parish Council raised concern about the potential increase of traffic through 
Thurleigh as a result of the MENP’s traffic mitigation policy combined any increased in 



operations at the Twinwoods Business Park. Traffic along Thurleigh Road is a primary 
concern for many in the community and the traffic mitigation policy received high levels of 
support. No change to the MENP has been made as a result of the representation from 
Thurleigh Parish Council.  
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 1: 
Presentation given at initial community engagement event 
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Milton Ernest Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire 
 
 

Milton Ernest Parish Council has taken the decision to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for our parish. 
This is being undertaken by a Steering Group comprising of Parish Councillors and members of the 
community. 
 
The purpose of the plan is to ensure that future development in the parish meets the needs and 
aspirations of the community. 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan will provide planning policies based on the views of local people. It has legal 
weight and can be used in conjunction with Bedford Borough Council’s Local Plan to shape future 
development in our parish.  
 
This questionnaire is an opportunity for all members of the community to express their views on a 
number of issues, which will then form the basis of the Neighbourhood Plan. Once the plan is 
approved, which includes a referendum held for residents of Milton Ernest, and is adopted by 
Bedford Borough Council it becomes part of the statutory development plan for this area and has to 
be taken into account when any future development is considered. 
 
Neighbourhood plans relate to the use and development of land and associated social, economic 
and environmental issues. It may deal with a wide range of issues (like housing, employment, 
heritage and transport) or it may focus on one or two issues that are of particular importance in a 
local area. 
 
Some issues raised in this questionnaire may not be within the permissible scope of a 
Neighbourhood Plan but your views on these matters are important and may prove useful in other 
ways for the future development of the parish. 
 
Bedford Borough Council is currently working on a new Local Plan 2032. We don’t know as yet what 
this new plan will mean for Milton Ernest and whether it will provide for more development in our 
parish but we hope that with a robust Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), the community can 
look forward knowing that any future development will be where and what the community wants it 
to be. 
 
As part of Bedford Borough Council’s 2032 planning process landowners have been asked to 
identify and nominate sites they wish to be considered for future potential development, referred to 
as ‘Call for Sites’. Five such sites have been put forward within the parish of Milton Ernest. 
Neighbouring parishes may also have nominated sites.  
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Sites within Milton Ernest have been illustrated (for your information) on see the map below together 
with a map showing the current Settlement Policy Area (SPA). Nominated sites falling elsewhere 
within the Borough’s catchment can be accessed via Bedford Borough Council’s website.   
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/PlanningBrowse.aspx?id=CNocfnCJiobtBgNj2P%2bqDA%3d%3d 
 
From comments and observations obtained through community engagement events the Steering 
Group have produced a draft Vision and set of objectives. These have been published on the Parish 
Councils website (under NDP) and are replicated below. 

 
Vision 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that Milton Ernest remains a safe, successful and rural 
village with a balanced and diverse community. It will reflect the aspirations of the community and 
ensure that facilities and services are provided should any additional housing or business 
development be required and that such development retains and improves its character and value.  

 

Milton Ernest Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Main Aims/Objectives 
 

1. To preserve, protect and enhance the green and rural identity of our surroundings and the 
distinct character of our village, maintaining the separation between our neighbouring villages 
and avoiding the creep of urban sprawl.  

2. To protect the biodiversity of our area, our local wildlife and its habitat and trees and preserve 
community green open spaces. 

3. To ensure all residents have access to community facilities and should any future 
development takes place to make sure it includes new appropriate and proportionate green 
spaces for leisure and recreation. 

4. To ensure, through our planning policies, that any future development within the parish is 
sensitive, sustainable and low impact (including employment sites) and deliver amenities that 
are important to meet the needs of the community. 

5. To meet any new and identified housing demand in a way that is sympathetic to the area and 
that ensures that the right type of housing is built in the right locations, (specifically, previously 
built on/brown field sites), and to minimise the impact of such development on the natural 
and built environment. 

6. To seek ways of addressing the problems of traffic congestion and the lack of parking on our 
roads, ensuring our roads and paths provide safer and more accessible routes, better 
balancing the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and drivers and ensuring that any future 
development does not worsen the present situation. 
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Please fill in our Questionnaire and help us to develop a Neighbourhood Plan which truly 
reflects the views of the residents of this Parish. 
 
Your questionnaire must be completed by 26th June 2015. Copies have been delivered to your 
household in accordance with the Register of Electors (as of 2/3/15). If you would like additional 
copies please call the contact number below.  
Completed and uncompleted copies will be collected by a representative of the Steering Group over 
the weekend of the 27th and 28th. Please have your questionnaire(s) to hand to make sure your 
views are captured. 

 
If you would like any assistance in completing or returning this questionnaire, please email. 
mail@milton-ernest.co.uk or call 01234 824635. 

Thank you for your support 
 

The area within the red border of the map below shows the current Settlement Policy Area (SPA) 
for Milton Ernest. The areas shown in green are designated ‘Village Green Spaces’ 
 
Milton Ernest Settlement Policy Area (source: Bedford Borough Council) 
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Section 1 – Local Issues 

Please would you indicate how important the following issues are to you? 

 
What do you enjoy/ like about living in Milton Ernest? (Please tick) 
 
1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Not 

Important 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Important 

5 
Size of the village 
 

     

Its rural atmosphere 
 

     

Feeling part of the community 
 

     

Village activities/ community groups 
 

     

Easy access to major road networks 
 

     

Easy access to the countryside 
 

     

Variety of housing; type, cost, size etc. 
 

     

Good local schools 
 

     

 
Comments, if any (please write in) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………................................................. 
 
Section 2 - Development (please tick)  
 
The current size of the village is approximately 300 houses and 750 people.  
 
Whilst at this time we have not been allocated a requirement for homes to be built and 
regardless of any housing allocation from Bedford Borough Council, how many new 
homes do you think should be built in the Village in the next 15 years? 
 

0 1-10 
 (up to 3%) 

11-25 
 (4-8%) 

26-50  
(9-17%) 

51-100  
(17-33%) 

100+ 
 (more than 33%) 
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Assuming that Bedford Borough Council require us to achieve a housing allocation, 
please would you rank the following options 1 to 4, where 1 is your most preferred option 
through to 4 as your least preferred option (please rank 1-4) 
 
2.2  Ranking 

A number of small developments  
 

 

A mixture of medium and small developments 
 

 

A number of medium scale developments on the outskirts of the Village 
 

 

A single large scale development on the outskirts of the Village. 
 

 

 
What sort of land should any such housing be built on? 
 
2.3  Ranking 

Brownfield (previously built on/developed) land 
 

 

Conversion of existing buildings 
 

 

Greenfield  land (land that has never been built on) 
 
 

 

Infilling (building on existing gardens/between buildings) 
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Call for Sites (2014) source: Bedford Borough Council 
The shaded areas of this map show the areas submitted under the Borough Council’s ‘Call for Sites’. This 
and similarly marked maps for surrounding parishes are available to be viewed on the Borough Council 
website under Planning Town and Country, Neighbourhood Planning.  
 
It must be noted that these areas are simply ‘expressions of interest’. The Borough Council have not 
allocated any of these sites for development at this time. 
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How important are the following aspects in relation to new developments/dwellings? 
 
2.4 Design and function Not 

Important 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Important 

5 
The design being in keeping with and 
sympathetic to the character of the 
surroundings. 
 

     

Communal green spaces. 
 

     

Reasonable sized gardens. 
 

     

The height not being significantly higher 
than surrounding buildings. 
 

     

The footprint (the area on the ground it 
takes up) not being significantly larger than 
surrounding buildings. 
 

     

Overlooking of surrounding properties 
should not cause a loss of privacy or a 
visually overbearing impact. 

     

Larger room sizes and sufficient drying 
and storage space. 

     

New development including different 
architectural styles, not just copying 
traditional styles. 
 

     

Site access not being detrimental to 
surrounding buildings, roads or 
pedestrians. 

     

New developments having a variety in 
materials (e.g. bricks, timber, stone). 
 

     

New developments being mixed, including 
open space for play/recreation, shops and 
facilities. 
 

     

Off road parking to avoid obstructing 
pavements. 
 

     

 
Comments, if any (please write in) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………................................................. 
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2.5 Wellbeing 

 
Not 

Important 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Important 

5 
Listening to the community at an early 
stage before initiating development 
projects. 
 

     

Reducing disturbances during 
construction. 
 

     

Preventing/reducing noise disturbance 
between neighbouring/joined dwellings. 
 

     

Thermal comfort - make sure the 
temperature is comfortable throughout the 
house. 
 

     

The effect on daylight to the surrounding 
properties. 
 

     

Good levels of natural daylight in dwellings. 
 

     

Providing sufficient and private outdoor 
space. 
 

     

Making houses more suitable/adaptable 
for the whole lifetime, including for the 
elderly and disabled. 
 

     

Reducing light pollution. 
 

     

Better security against burglars and 
intruders. 
 

     

 
 

2.6 Running costs and the 
environment  
 

Not 
Important 

1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Important 

5 

Lower running costs (e.g. reducing heating 
and maintenance bills). 

     

Making buildings low or zero carbon to 
reduce the effects of climate change. 

     

Storage for bicycles. 
 

     

Reducing water consumption through 
water saving fittings and technologies. 
 

     

Reducing/avoiding flooding risk. 
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Reducing the environmental impact from 
construction material manufacture and 
waste. 
 

     

 Protecting wild animals, trees and plants 
(ecology). 
 

     

 
Comments, if any (please write in) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
Assuming that Bedford Borough Council require us to achieve a housing allocation, 
which types of property are required in the Parish in the future? (Please tick) 
 
2.7  Not 

Important 
1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

Very 
Important 

5 
Property for rental 
 

     

Low cost starter homes for sale 
 

     

Smaller homes for residents to downsize 
to 
 

     

Family homes (3/4 bedrooms) 
 

     

Larger homes (4+ bedrooms) 
 

     

Housing specifically for older people 
 

     

 
 
Comments, if any 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………….................................................... 
 

Section 3 - Development – Businesses 

 
You may already know of a small number of businesses that operate within Milton 
Ernest. It may be unknown by some, however, that Twinwoods Business Park also falls 
within the Parish of Milton Ernest. Twinwoods is privately owned and has the potential 
to accommodate significant industrial activity. 
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Do you think that there should be commercial/industrial development in the parish, 
(which may lead to local employment)? 
 
3.1 Less Maintain Existing amount More 
  

 
  

  
  If you answered ‘more’, how much of it should be on - 
 
3.2  None Some All 
A Twinwoods Business Park (brown field) 

 
   

B Other existing commercial/industrial land, including that 
within the village (brown field) 
 

   

C Farmland, pasture or woodland (green field) 
 

   

  
Comments, if any (please write in) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………................................................. 
 
In connection with existing or potential commercial/industrial activity to what extent 
do the following cause you concern? 
 
3.3  Least 

Concern 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Most 
Concern 

5 
A Pollution (to the air, soil or water 

courses) 
 

     

B Noise 
 

     

C Traffic congestion  
 

     

D Pollution from traffic 
 

     

E How it looks (visual amenity) 
 

     

F Dilapidation/disuse of existing 
commercial / industrial land 
 

     

G Lack of employment opportunities in the 
parish 
 

     

H Lack of employment opportunities in the 
Borough 
 

     

I Type of Business Activity, e.g. heavy 
industrial, logistics (please specify below) 
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J Hours of operation; e.g. night work, 

before 7 am (please specify below)  
 

     

K Increased traffic levels 
 

     

 
 
Comments, if any 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………….................................................... 
 
Twinwoods Business Park is the largest commercial/industrial area in the parish, to 
what extent would you support the following development scenarios at Twinwoods? 
 
3.4  Not at 

all 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Strongly 

5 
A Continue existing commercial/industrial 

use, including potential for heavy industry 
(e.g. power generation from waste) 
 

     

B Commercial/industrial use, but excluding 
heavy industry 
 

     

C Conversion to residential use (e.g. a new 
estate) 
 

     

D Conversion to retail/leisure use (e.g. out 
of town retail park) 
 

     

E Conversion to offices (or similar) use 
 

     

F Renewable energy generation (wind 
or solar farm) 
 

     

G Other, please specify below 
 

     

 
Comments, if any 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………….................................................... 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Bearing in mind that there may be some development in the future, are there any 
areas in the Parish of Milton Ernest which you think are important and should be 
protected as green space? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Section 4 - Traffic & Transport 
 
Which key areas are needed to help address traffic issues in the Village?  
(please tick) 
 
4.1  Strongly 

disagree 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Strongly 
agree 

5 
Improve traffic management and safety 
within the village 
 

     

Install further speed control initiatives on 
roads into the village 
 

     

Implement a 20 mph speed limit on 
Radwell Road 
 

     

Implement a 20 mph speed limit on 
Thurleigh Road 
 

     

Provide additional parking in the village  
 

     

Implement traffic calming measures on 
Radwell Road 
 

     

Implement parking restrictions in the 
village and strengthen the enforcement of 
them 
 

     

Improve street lighting 
 

     

 
How can we encourage people to use other forms of transport apart from cars? (please 
tick) 
 
4.2  Strongly 

disagree 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Strongly 
agree 

5 
 Encourage sustainable forms of transport 
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 Encourage cycling by providing better cycle 
routes within the Parish 
 

     

 Improve bus services through the Village 
 

     

 Improve footpath connectivity to 
neighbouring villages 
 

     

 
Do you have any thoughts/ comments relating to Traffic & Transport? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Section 5 - Community Facilities 
 
Are there facilities or areas of the Village which you use and feel are important? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

As with most villages of this size it can be difficult to support local services and 
facilities. With that in mind, what are the key developments which you would like to see 
in the future, remembering that this plan covers the next 15 years? (please tick) 
 

5.2  Strongly 
Disagree 

1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Strongly 
Agree 

5 
Develop community facilities. (e.g. local 
shops, allotments) 
 

     

Better access to Health Centre (Doctor, 
Dentist, Pharmacy) 
 

     

Develop facilities for the under 18’s (Please 
give examples below) 
 

     

Develop the Primary School in its current 
location 
 

     

Green energy initiatives e.g. solar, wind, 
Biogen 
 

     

Improved broadband 
 

     

 
Are there any other facilities which you would like to see in the Parish in the future? 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Section 6 - Environment and Open Areas 
 
In order to preserve the historical and rural feel of the Village, which areas should be 
preserved and/or improved? (please tick) 
 
6.1  Not 

Important 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Very 
Important 

5 
 Overlooking of surrounding properties not 

causing a loss of privacy or a visually 
overbearing impact. 

     

 Retain the current access to the 
surrounding open fields 
 

     

 Improve pedestrian and cycle routes 
 

     

 Provide children and young person’s play 
areas in addition to Playing Field 
 

     

 Develop new wildlife areas 
 

     

 Improve Public Footpaths/ Bridleways 
 

     

 Designated green spaces – a green area 
demonstrably special to a local community 
and holds a particular significance  
 

     

 Preserve current access to river banks 
 

     

 Preserve views of Historic buildings and 
green spaces 
 

     

 Dark skies – limit public lighting 
 

     

 
Are there any other aspect which are important to you? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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To what extent do any of the following points, raised in previous NDP consultations, 
cause you direct concern in the Parish? (please tick) 
 
6.2  Of No 

Concern 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

Of Great 
Concern 

5 
 Noise from A6  

 
     

 Air pollution from A6 
 

     

 Speeding traffic in Village 
 

     

 Air pollution from other sources 
 

     

 Loss of open space 
 

     

 Dog fouling 
 

     

 Loss of trees and hedgerows 
 

     

 Flood risk 
 

     

 Farming practices 
 

     

 Heavy industry (Twinwoods) 
 

     

 
Are there any other aspects which you think should be considered in the future? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Section 7. About you (optional section) 
 
We would very much appreciate if you would complete the following demographic 
questions. This information will assist us to demonstrate that we have collated the 
views of a broad cross section of people living in the Parish. It will not be shared or 
used in any decision making process for the Neighbourhood Plan or to any third parties. 
 
What is your post code?  
       

House Number?  
   

 
To which age group do you belong? (please tick one) 

Under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ 
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What is your gender?      
Male Female 
  

 
If you would like further updates please visit the web site (www.milton-ernest.co.uk) 
or send an email to mail@milton-ernest.co.uk 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete and return this Questionnaire. 
 



APPENDIX 3: 
Analysis of responses to village questionnaire, 2015 
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Milton Ernest Neighbourhood Development 
Plan - Summary of Questionnaire Results  

DATE: 13 AUGUST 2015  AUTHOR: KEVIN WHITESIDE  

Context  

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

The Localism Act of 2011 provided the opportunity for local areas to progress plans 
that would become a ‘material consideration’ as part of the planning process – these 
are known as Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs). Milton Ernest Parish 
Council has decided to go through the process of adopting such a plan. 

The first stage is fact finding – to understand the desires and wishes of the local 
community. As part of that process, a questionnaire was delivered, on the weekend of 
14 June 2015, to all Milton Ernest residents who were registered on the electoral role.   

The questionnaire sought views on the following: 

■ Local issues: what people liked about living in Milton Ernest; 

■ Development: the appetite for development, its type, location design and 
impact; 

■ Business and commercial development: the type, amount, location and 
concerns and issues; 

■ Traffic and transport: issues and potential for improvement; 

■ Community facilities: identified needs; and 

■ Environment and open areas: preserving the historical and rural feel of the 
village.  

Questionnaires were delivered to a every house in the parish – 225 were returned.   

ANALYSIS 
The questionnaire contained 17 sections with 112 questions, plus a short, optional, 
section about the responder. In 98 of the questions respondents were asked to rate 
issues between 1 and 5, with 1 being not important and 5 being very important. The 
results were averaged to give an overall assessment about the view for each question. 

In a number of sections there was space for additional views to be given through free 
text. At this stage the analysis these additional comments have not been taken into 
account. They will be added at a later stage.  
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Section 1 – Local Issues 

QUESTION 1: LIVING IN MILTON ERNEST 

What the question asked 

The question asked ‘what do you enjoy about living in Milton Ernest?’ It gave eight 
options and asked respondents to rank each one between one and five. 

What we found 

All options scored an average of more than three and therefore were seen to be 
important. The results are given below:  

 

 

Standard deviation was generally low, although there was slightly more breadth of view 
about how good the local schools were.  

Potential policy implications 

In terms of policy implications, the responses show the importance of keeping the 
essences of the village very much as it is. This is particularly important in terms of rural 
atmosphere, size and feeling of community. The NDP should therefore seek to protect 
these.  

 

Section 2 – Housing Development  
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QUESTION 2.1: LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT  

What the question asked 

This question asked people how many houses they thought should be built in the 
village in the next 15 years. There were six options, varying between 0 and 100.  

What we found 

The results, shown below, indicate that there is some appetite for development with the 
large majority falling in the bracket that covered the options ranging from one to 50 
houses.  

 

Potential policy implications 

The results of this question would suggest that the NDP should support new 
development of up to around 25 houses.  

QUESTION 2.2: TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

What the question asked 

The question asked respondents to rank their preference for the type of development, 
ranking the four options between one and four.   

What we found 

On the graph below the scale is reversed – that is, the smaller the bar the higher level 
of importance as one was the highest ranking. This shows a clear preference for small 
and medium sized developments.  
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Potential policy implications 

New housing should be focussed on new and medium sized developments within the 
existing village SPA (Settlement Policy Area). Larger developments outside the current 
SPA are not desirable.  

QUESTION 2.3: LAND USED FOR DEVELOPMENT  

What the question asked 

This question looked at the type of land being used for development with there, again, 
being four options to be ranked.  

What we found 

As with the question above the scale of the graph is reversed.  

 

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

A number of small
developments

A mixture of medium and
small developments

A number of medium scale
developments on the
outskirts of the Village

A single large scale
development on the

outskirts of the Village.



  

     Version 2.1    5 
 

 

The results show a very clear preference for the use of brownfield sites, including the 
conversion of existing buildings.  

Potential policy implications 

New building should wherever possible be undertaken on brown field sites.  

QUESTION 2.4: BUILDING DESIGN –STYLE AND IMPACT 

What the question asked 

The question asked respondents to assess 12 options, ranking each one between one 
(not important) and five (very important).  

What we found 

All the options but one (new design incorporating different architectural styles) score 
more than an average of three and therefore were seen as having some degree of 
importance. Those that scored over four were: footprint not being significantly larger 
than adjacent buildings, communal spaces were important, height not greater than 
surrounding buildings, site access not detrimental, provision of off-road parking, design 
to be sympathetic and overlooking of adjacent properties should not cause loss of 
privacy or have an unreasonable impact.  
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Brownfield land Conversion of existing
buildings

Infilling Greenfield  land
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Potential policy implications 

The extent to which the NDP can influence these factors is limited as it sits within the 
overall context of planning law. Nevertheless, the questionnaire does show clear 
preferences by the community for the type and style of development that they would 
prefer.  

Development should be sympathetic to its surroundings in terms of size, height and 
style with the impact on the privacy on adjacent properties limited. In addition, it is 
important that sufficient off-road parking is provided so as not to add to the existing 
pressure on on-street parking.  

QUESTION 2.5: BUILDING DESIGN – LIVEABILITY  

What the question asked 

This question sought to understand peoples’ view on the way design of buildings 
impact on their well-being.  

What we found 

All the ten options given scored more than 3.5 and therefore were felt to be important. 
The highest scorers were preventing nuisance between neighbouring dwellings, 
ensuring the impact of daylight loss on nearby properties was mitigated and (the 
highest scorer) listening to the community before initiating developments.  

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Diffe
ren

t a
rch

ite
ctu

ral
 st

yle
s.

Suff
ici

en
t d

ryi
ng

 an
d s

tor
ag

e s
pa

ce
.

Dev
elo

pm
en

ts 
ha

ve
 va

rie
ty 

in 
mate

ria
ls

Ope
n s

pa
ce

 , s
ho

ps
 an

d f
ac

ilit
ies

.

Rea
so

na
ble

 si
ze

d g
ard

en
s.

Size
 ap

pro
pri

ate
 to

 th
e s

urr
ou

nd
ing

s

Com
mun

al 
gre

en
 sp

ac
es

.

Heig
ht 

ap
pro

pri
ate

 to
 su

rro
un

din
gs

.

Site
 ac

ce
ss

 no
t d

etr
im

en
tal

Eno
ug

h o
ff r

oa
d p

ark
ing

Des
ign

 be
ing

 in
 ke

ep
ing

.

Ove
rlo

ok
ing

 no
t u

nre
as

on
ab

le



  

     Version 2.1    7 
 

 

 

Potential policy implications 

As with the question above, the ability of NDP the make a real difference in this area 
may be limited. However, the questionnaire does show the following policy desire: 

■ Buildings should be well-designed and future-proofed for a range of potential 
occupants, with good levels of natural lighting, thermal comfort and security. 
Plot sizes and design should provide sufficient space for general usage, 
mitigate noise and nuisance and minimise any reduction of natural light. It is 
important that the local community is consulted and listened to at the early 
stages of project development.  

There will need to be coherence here with the policies of the Borough Council in terms 
of both planning and building control – NPD policies can help augment and strengthen 
Borough policies but cannot contradict them.   

QUESTION 2.6: BUILDING DESIGN – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

What the question asked 
This question looked at views around the environmental impact of development.  

What we found 

All seven areas in the question were seen as important, with exception of providing 
storage for bicycles.  
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Potential policy implications 

With the caveats in the two questions above (that is coherence with Borough policies) 
the policy position arising from the questionnaire results is: 

Developments should, as far as possible, be carbon-neutral with a particular focus on 
reducing water consumption and running costs, protecting the existing environment 
and mitigating flood risk. In addition, construction plans should seek to reduce the 
environmental impact of the work.  

QUESTION 2.7: HOUSING NEED  

What the question asked 

The purpose of this question was understand community preferences in terms of house 
size and type – in essence, asking; what does the village need?  

What we found 

The results were clear-cut: the focus should be on lower-cost homes that provide for 
older people (including downsizing) and for family homes. There was not seen as a 
need houses with more than four bedrooms.  

The results did not show that there was a specific need for rental property.  
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Potential policy implications 

The focus should be on lower-cost homes that provide for older people (including 
downsizing) and for family homes.  

Section 3 – Business and Commercial 
Development 

QUESTION 3.1: AMOUNT OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

What the question asked 

This question asked views on commercial development – should there be more, less or 
about the same.  

What we found 

Over half the respondents felt the existing amount should be maintained with over 30 
percent feeling that it should be increased. Only 10 percent felt that the amount of 
commercial and business development should be reduced.  
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Potential policy implications 

The NDP should support the maintenance of business and commercial development in 
the village and, where appropriate, facilitate additional development.  

QUESTION 3.2: LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT  

What the question asked 

This question looked at where any additional development should be – at Twinwoods, 
on other existing commercial and industrial land or on green filed sites. 

What we found 

The results showed a clear preference for all, or some of any new 
industrial/commercial development to be at Twinwoods. Any such development not at 
Twinwoods should be limited to brownfield sites. 

Potential policy implications 

Business, commercial and industrial development should predominantly be focussed at 
Twinwoods with any other development being on brownfield sites. This requirement 
would not, however, apply to the provision necessary village facilities.  

QUESTION 3.3: CONCERNS ABOUT BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT  

What the question asked 

The question sought to understand community concerns about business and 
commercial development. Eleven options, many drawn from previous consultations, 
were given.  

What we found 

All the options were seen as having some degree of importance but top of the list were 
concerns about pollution, noise and traffic.  
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Potential policy implications 

Any new business, commercial and industrial development must limit noise to 
acceptable levels, have effective plans for monitoring and controlling pollution and must 
demonstrate clearly that traffic generation will not have an unacceptable impact on the 
village in terms of congestion and safety.  

QUESTION 3.4: VIEWS ABOUT DEVELOPMENT OF TWINWOODS  

What the question asked 

This question asked about preferences for the type of any new development at 
Twinwoods. Five options were given with the potential for a sixth, free-text, option. The 
additional free-text options have not yet been analysed.  

What we found 

The results support for commercial and industrial use (including conversion to offices) 
but excluding the use of heavy industry. There was, specifically, little support for heavy 
industry; there was also low levels of support for the conversion of Twinwoods to 
housing.   
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Potential policy implications 

Twinwoods should remain a business, commercial and light industrial development. 
The NDP does not support the introduction of heavy industry or the conversion of the 
site to a housing development.  

Section 4 – Traffic and Transport 

QUESTION 4.1: TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT ISSUES  

What the question asked 

The question asked about the key areas needed to address the traffic issues in the 
village. Eight options were given.  

What we found 

There was no clear support for any of the options seemed, although there was some 
measure of agreement on the need to provide improved traffic management and 
additional parking. It is also known that a number of comments were made about 
additional traffic issues, particularly in relation to the A6.  
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Potential policy implications 

From the current analysis there is no clear policy position around traffic and transport 
issues.  

QUESTION 4.2: SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT   

What the question asked 

This question asked could encourage people to use sustainable transport, four options 
being given 

What we found 

There was a strong level of support for all the options.  
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Potential policy implications 

The opportunity of development should be used to support cycle routes, bus services 
and to improve sustainable connectivity between villages  

Section 5 – Community Facilities  

QUESTION 5.1: FACILITIES’ NEED   

What the question asked 

This question what additional facilities the community would like to see over the next 15 
years.  

What we found 

Most options were supported, with the highest score being for improved broadband. 
This was unexpected given that high-speed broadband is available in the village.  
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Potential policy implications 

More work needs to be done understand how the preferences around community 
facilities can translate into policy, although this is beyond the immediate scope of the 
NDP.  

Section 6 – Environment and Open Areas 

QUESTION 6.1: PRESERVATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND OPEN SPACES 

What the question asked 

This question asked, in relation to the historical and rural feel of the village, which 
areas should be preserved and improved. Ten options were given.  

What we found 

There was good to strong support for all options here. In particular access to the 
countryside and river banks by footpaths and bridleways was seen as important, as 
was retaining green spaces and views of historic buildings and the countryside   
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Potential policy implications 

The retention of green spaces and wildlife areas is important. Access to the 
countryside must be maintained and improved.  

QUESTION 6.2: ISSUES PREVIOUSLY RAISED  

What the question asked 

A number of issues had been raised at previous consultation events. This question 
sought to understand the degree to which they were more generally considered to be a 
problem.  

What we found 

Whilst all remained an issue to some degree they did not receive the high level of 
importance that might have been expected. Speeding traffic was seen as an issue but 
from the question on traffic there was no evidence of support for measures that would 
reduce speed.  
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Potential policy implications 

There is nothing in this section that has not previously been addressed.  

Section 6 – Summary of policy implications 

LIVING IN THE VILLAGE 
■ The NDP should seek to retain the rural atmosphere, size and feeling of the 

community 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
■ The NDP should support new development of up to around 25 houses.  

■ New housing should be focussed on new and medium sized developments 
within the existing village SPA (Settlement Policy Area). Larger developments 
outside the current SPA are not desirable 

■ New building should wherever possible be undertaken on brown field sites. 

■ Development should be sympathetic to its surroundings in terms of size, height 
and style with the impact on the privacy on adjacent properties limited 

■ It is important that sufficient off-road parking is provided so as not to add to the 
existing pressure on on-street parking.  

■ Buildings should be well-designed and future-proofed for a range of potential 
occupants, with good levels of natural lighting, thermal comfort and security 
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■ Plot sizes and design should provide sufficient space for general usage, 
mitigate noise and nuisance and minimise any reduction of natural light. 

■ It is important that the local community is consulted and listened to at the early 
stages of project development. 

■ Developments should, as far as possible, be carbon-neutral with a particular 
focus on reducing water consumption and running costs, protecting the existing 
environment and mitigating flood risk. 

■ In addition, construction plans should seek to reduce the environmental impact 
of the work. 

■ The focus should be on lower-cost homes that provide for older people 
(including downsizing) and for family homes.  

BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
■ The NDP should support the maintenance of business and commercial 

development in the village and, where appropriate, facilitate additional 
development. 

■ Business, commercial and industrial development should predominantly be 
focussed at Twinwoods with any other development being on brownfield sites. 
This requirement would not, however, apply to the provision necessary village 
facilities 

■ Any new business, commercial and industrial development must limit noise to 
acceptable levels, have effective plans for monitoring and controlling pollution 
and must demonstrate clearly that traffic generation will not have an 
unacceptable impact on the village in terms of congestion and safety. 

■ Twinwoods should remain a business, commercial and light industrial 
development. The NDP does not support the introduction of heavy industry or 
the conversion of the site to a housing development. 

TRANSPORT 
■ The opportunity of development should be used to support cycle routes, bus 

services and to improve sustainable connectivity between villages 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
■ More work needs to be done understand how the preferences around 

community facilities can translate into policy 

EVIRONMENT AND OPEN AREAS 
■ The retention of green spaces and wildlife areas is important. Access to the 

countryside must be maintained and improved.  
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MILTON ERNEST NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (MENP) 

  
SECTION 14 STATUTORY CONSULTATION SURVEY NOVEMBER 2020 - PRINTED 

VERSION 

GUIDANCE  
 

Set out in the survey are each of the proposed policies in the neighbourhood plan.  
 
Please express your views on these policies indicating the option you wish to choose. Not all 
questions need to be answered. Some of the policies have been shortened to manage 
space. Where that is the case, there is a note saying, ‘further detail in the MENP’.  
 
You may add comments in the spaces on the form or include additional pages if you wish.  
 
When you have completed please put it in the box provided at the Milton Ernest Garden 
Centre 

CONSENT (required) 
 
Do you consent to Milton Ernest Parish Council sharing your address and email address 
with persons or organisations with a legitimate interest in the process of making the MENP, 
for example: Bedford Borough Council , the official examiner or statutory consultees. If you 
do not agree to share details, your views will still be taken into account. * 

o  I agree 

o  I do not agree 

YOUR DETAILS 
 

What is your connection with Milton Ernest? (required) * 

o  Resident 

o  Landowner (other than home owner) 

o  Business owner 

o  Employee 

o  Other:  
 
What is your name (optional)? 
 
What is your address (optional)? 

CHARACTER OF MILTON ERNEST 
 

Objective no 1: to preserve, protect and enhance the green and rural identity of our 
surroundings and the distinct character of our village 
 
Policy MEC1: Settlement Policy Area 
Development or redevelopment within the Milton Ernest Settlement Policy Area (SPA) as 
indicated on Figure 9 will be acceptable in principle provided that it is consistent with other 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSFS9omjq-lp4rZu_o-A5JZmTQDekBPBq9gRx0pyoON8ltKg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link


policies in this plan. This includes development on land allocated at Rushden Road for 25 
homes and open space. Development outside the SPA will not be permitted, except where 
otherwise stated within this document or in accordance with BBC Local Plan policies.  

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

Comments (if any):  

 
 
Policy ME C2: Design quality, context and amenity.  
Development must be sympathetic to and respond to the best qualities of the surrounding 
environment and built-form, as described in the Character Assessment, and expressed in 
terms of size, height, style and historic growth, as well as the presence and setting of 
statutory and non-statutory designated heritage assets, and impact on the privacy on 
adjacent properties, respecting local residential amenity. (further detail in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  
 
 
 

Policy ME C3: local green spaces.  
The following areas are designated as Local Green Spaces: 1 The Playing Field; 2 
Riverside Meadow. Planning applications for development on the Locally Designated 
Green Spaces will not be permitted unless they perform a supplementary and supporting 
function to the Green Space. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME C4: Natural areas.  
Development that would have an adverse impact on the Milton Ernest Natural Areas 
(MENA), as shown on Figure 6, that cannot be mitigated will not be approved. These 
include: seven sites within Huntsman’s Way area development; three sites at the junction 
of Radwell Road and the A6; and Land between terraced housing and Marsh Lane 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT  
 



Objective no 2: to protect the ecological value and increase biodiversity of our area, our 
local wildlife and its habitat and also maintain the integrity of designated sites downstream 
on the river Great Ouse. 
  
Policy ME NE1: Ecology.  
New developments must provide a biodiversity net gain, enhancing features of significant 
ecological value and habitats including (but not limited to) existing ecological corridors, 
natural landscape features, watercourses and woodland.  

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME NE2: natural environment and views.  
New development must maintain, and where applicable enhance the amenity of the natural 
environment. Open views to key historical and natural features that define the village, as 
described in the Character Assessment, must be maintained (further detail in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME NE3: characteristic features.  
New developments must protect features of the built and natural environment so as to 
maintain the character of the village. These features include (but are not necessarily limited 
to) the trees and verges along the A6 and Radwell Road, and the tall trees around the 
vicarage of All Saints Church. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME NE4: Dark skies.  
Lighting proposals for development will be supported where it is demonstrated that, if 
external lighting is required, it protects the night sky from light pollution .Any lighting 
scheme must not impact negatively, particularly near edges of areas of ecological value 
including woodland and green spaces – specifically near habitats used by bats and other 
light-sensitive protected species. (further detail in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

o  Other:  



COMMUNITY FACILITIES  
 
Objective no 3: to seek to maintain, enhance and increase appropriate community 
facilities within and around the village  
 
Policy ME CF1: Community facilities.  
The following existing community facilities, should be protected from loss: The Queens 
Head public house; The Church of All Saints; Milton Ernest Lower School; The village hall; 
The playing field; The riverside frontage and other open spaces; and The coffee shop, post 
office and village shop (currently located within the garden centre). (further details in the 
MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME CF2: Green routes.  
Where existing green routes run through proposed development sites the green route shall 
be retained and incorporated into the development proposals. The stopping up of green 
routes will not be permitted. Any proposal that would result in harm to or loss of a green 
route must be justified, and any harm minimised. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
 
Objective no 4: to ensure that any future development, including employment sites, within 
the parish contributes to the achievement of sustainable development 
 
Policy ME SD1: Sustainable building design. 
 Applications for development are encouraged to demonstrate accordance with the 
appropriate BREEAM standards in use at the time of submission. Encouragement is also 
given to schemes that meet Passivhaus standards. (further details in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME SD2: Development impacts.  
Any new business, commercial and industrial development must demonstrate that the 
design mitigates operational noise, dust, smells, traffic, artificial light, pollution and other 
nuisances as far as possible. Applications must demonstrate that traffic connected to the 



development will not have an unacceptable impact on the village in terms of congestion 
and safety. In addition, applications must demonstrate that adequate parking for customers 
and staff will be provided. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME SD3: Statement of community involvement. 
 Applications for major development and or those in the setting of a heritage asset must be 
accompanied by a Statement of Community Involvement. The Statement must include: 
how consultation was carried out and why the method of consultation was appropriate; the 
responses to the consultation; and how the proposals have taken into account the 
responses 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME SD4: Flood risk.  
Developments shall avoid being in areas of medium or high flood risk as defined by the 
Environment Agency. Any proposals for development in these areas will need to be 
supported by sequential and exceptions testing. Development shall not increase the risk of 
flooding elsewhere downstream of the development. (further details are in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

HOUSING  
 
Objective no 5:  
To meet any new and identified housing demand in a way that is appropriate to the needs 
of the local community  
 
Policy ME H1: Rushden Road housing allocation.  
Land at Rushden Road, identified on Figure 9, is allocated for a maximum of 25 homes. 
The layout and scheme design must reflect the principles established in the Milton Ernest 
Neighbourhood Plan Masterplanning report. Vehicular access must only be provided from 
the A6. The design of the scheme and development density must reflect the Character 
Area. A permanent ‘buffer zone’ at least 10 metres wide of public amenity land must be 
created along the entire boundary with the adjacent farmland. Proposals for development 
on land at Rushden Road should provide a mix of housing types, predominantly including a 



mix of starter homes, family homes (3/4 bedrooms) and homes specifically for older 
people. (further details are in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
POLICY ME H2: DESIGN.  
All proposals for new development must reflect best practice design principles as 
established in the National Design Guide. In Milton Ernest, the design of new development 
must be appropriate to the location and the character of the area as described in the 
Character Assessment, taking into account: The appropriate housing density.• The 
historical context.• Good compatibility with local character and natural surroundings (further 
details are in the MENP)  

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME H3: Parking.  
Proposals for new development shall provide parking in line with standards and design 
guidance established in the Bedford Borough Council Supplementary Planning Document 
(Parking Standards for Sustainable Communities) or a subsequent update of this. The 
preference is for car parking spaces to be provided off-road so as not to add to existing 
pressures. Parking should, where required, be close to the home to avoid on-street parking 
and should be set back from the main building line to avoid parked cars from visually 
dominating the street scene. (more detail is in the MENP) 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any): 

 

 

  
Policy ME H4: Housing standards.  
Each dwelling must be designed to be suitable for, or easily adaptable for, a range of 
potential occupants. Good levels of space, natural lighting, thermal comfort, privacy and 
security should be provided. New developments must contribute to safe environments and 
support crime prevention. Encouragement is given to schemes that meet the Nationally 
Described Space Standards. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

   Comments (if any):  



TRANSPORT 
 
Objective no 6:  
To improve the safety, sustainability and convenience of all forms of transport within the 
village and to reduce any negative impacts to the local community  
Objective no 7:  
to ensure that the local environment enables residents to have an enjoyable, safe, and 
peaceful place to live, including mitigating severance of the community by the a6.  
 
Policy ME T1: Traffic mitigation.  
Proposed developments must demonstrate what measures will be put in place to mitigate 
any increase in traffic, or changes in traffic patterns, due to development on Radwell Road 
or Thurleigh Road. This could include journey planning advice, cycle storage or improved 
access to a bus stop. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

 

 
Policy ME T2: Active travel.  
Support will be given to proposals for development that incorporate improved and 
extended footpaths and cycle paths where appropriate. They should be direct, convenient 
and safe to use. Wherever possible, proposed new development should provide natural 
surveillance of public spaces and a safe pedestrian environment. Proposals for non-
residential use should support and enable active travel through inclusion of safe, secure 
and convenient cycle parking as well as changing facilities where appropriate. Proposals 
for development that reduce the capacity or safety of existing active travel infrastructure, 
including footpath or cycle space, will not be considered favourably. 

o  Agree 

o  Neutral 

o  Disagree 

  Comments (if any):  

 

GENERAL 
 
Below is the opportunity to add any general comments about the MENP 
 
General comments  

. 
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